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Anne and George Tyson pictured with Drew Lanham at the Tyson’s 
property on the Little Pee Dee River.  Dr. Tyson is a Wofford Alumnus who 
established the annual Tyson Family Lecture, devoted to issues related to 
the preservation and restoration of Southern ecosystems. 
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Longleaf Weekend by Dr. Peter Brewitt 
2
lucky professor) rambled across the 
landscape with Drew Lanham, this 
year’s Tyson Family Lecturer. In a 
small corner of northeastern South 
Carolina, we connected on 
blackwater rivers, pileated 
woodpeckers, pine cones, and, later 
in the evening, back porches and 
gumbo. It was an intellectual idyll, a 
time of natural discoveries, and a 
strengthening of the relationship 
between Wofford and the longleaf 
forest, a relationship, which will 
surely continue to grow along with 
George’s trees. 
Dr. J. Drew Lanham is the Alumni 
Distinguished Professor and Alumni Master 
Teacher at Clemson University in the 
department of forestry and environmental 
science.  He was Thursday evening’s guest 
speaker for the 4th Annual Tyson Family 
Lecture on the Preservation and Restoration of 
Southern Ecosystems that focused on 
addressing the ethnically hued land ethic 
issues.  
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     Longleaf pines once dominated 
the lowland South. From Virginia to 
Texas, forests of towering Pinus 
palustris fostered and sheltered one of 
the most biodiverse ecosystems on 
earth. Fires, sparked by lightning or 
set by natives, cleared the underbrush 
and created a park-like landscape 
where the first settlers found that they 
could ride a horse at full gallop. But 
nonetheless, they turned the trees 
into ships and railroad ties, and 
cleared the land for farms. In the 21st 
century, only about three percent of 
the old longleaf forests remains.   
     George Tyson ’72 is trying to 
bring the longleaf back. On the banks 
of the Little Pee Dee in the South 
Carolina low country, he’s planting 
longleaf in between hunting quail 
and, last weekend, welcoming 
Wofford Environmental Studies 
students. A dozen students (and a 
ENVS students 
and Dr. Brewitt 
enjoyed the 
weekend with 
guest speaker, 
Drew Lanham 
at the Tyson’s 
property in 
Dillon, SC. 
Lanham spent the afternoon 
with ENVS 450 seniors in 
Glendale on Thursday before 
his evening lecture on campus.  
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  Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
University of Colorado – Boulder – Environmental Studies  
1
     UC-Boulder’s graduate degrees “emphasize the 
interconnections of environmental science and 
decision making.”  
     Their program offers a MS degree as well as the 
opportunity to pursue a PhD in three areas of 
emphasis: sciences, policy, and values and theory. 
An ENVS Peace Corp Masters and dual degrees in 
Law and Business are also available in conjunction 
with the masters programs. The program is very 
selective and only admits 10-20 students each year. 
US News & World Report’s 2013 edition of America’s 
2
Best Graduate Schools ranks this program 5th in 
the country.  UC-Boulder has been recognized as a 
leader in environmental research and allows 
students to work with researchers at nearby 
organizations including the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.  
For more information on this program visit: 
http://www.colorado.edu/envs/graduate-students  
  
March 31st   
 
Carl Safina Events Rescheduled:  11:00am in McMillan Theater – “Our Threatened 
Oceans” – free and open to the public.  Tickets available online (www.etix.com enter WaterRock 
Institute as the venue) for 6:00 VIP reception and 7:00pm keynote presentation, “Beyond 
Words: What Animals Think and Feel” in the USC Upstate Campus Life Center.  
April 30th   
8:00am-12:00pm 
Spartanburg Park’s Pacolet River Sweep: Help clean up the Pacolet River – lunch and t-
shirt provided.  Rain date will be May 7th.  Email 
McKenna.sprouse@spartanburgparks.org for more information and to register for this 
event.  
April 4th-8th    Have A Great Spring Break! 
 
April 30th   
10:00am-2:00pm   
Spartanburg Water’s RXcycle Event:  This drug take-back event provides a way to safely 
dispose of unused and expired pills, liquids, creams, inhalers, and syringes.  See their 
website for information and five convenient locations in Spartanburg County: 
http://www.spartanburgwater.org/rxcyclespartanburg  
April 23rd  
10:00am-4:00pm   
Spartanburg Earth Day:  A collaborative community effort celebrating stewardship, 
sustainability, and our amazing planet Earth to be held at The Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Spartanburg, 210 Henry Place, 29302.  For more information visit: 
http://www.spartanburgearthday.org/ 
 
April 23rd    
10:00am-3:00pm 
Discover Your Watershed at Lyman Lake Lodge: Paddle, play and learn about the Tyger 
River Watershed. This family event is designed to raise awareness about the 
importance of safeguarding our water resources for future generations. Registration 
and lunch are free if you sign up at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-your-
watershed-tickets-18707263930  
 
May 7th 
8:00am-12:00pm  
 
Glendale Shoals River Sweep:  Join us in Glendale for a clean up day on the Lawson’s 
Fork.  Group will meet at the Glendale Fire Department.  For more information and 
to sign up contact Dee Dee Mitchell: deedeemitchell@att.net. 
April 19th     
7:00pm 
Inaugural Milliken Lecture Series on Sustainability and Public Health: This forum will be 
held in Olin 101 and feature a panel of three professionals to address how a warming 
climate may affect the spread of pathogens and infectious disease.   
